
UNIV
ER

SA
L A

FR
IC

AN

PEOPLES ORGANIZATION

KEEPING

THE FAITH



      THE AFRICAN NEWSWORLD   .   UAPO   .   SPRING EDITION 2017     www.uapo.org

LET THE PEOPLE BE HEARD/ VOICES FOR THE FUTURE



www.uapo.org     SPRING EDITION 2017   .   UAPO   .   THE AFRICAN NEWSWORLD     

Continued on Pg. 12



      THE AFRICAN NEWSWORLD   .   UAPO   .   SPRING EDITION 2017     www.uapo.org

UNIV
ER

SA
L A

FR
IC

AN

PEOPLES ORGANIZATION

KEEPING

THE FAITH

In an effort to bring the concept of Hollywood to St. 
Louis and to develop as well expose local talent, Coffee 
Wright, an independent union Filmmaker, writer and 
activist in 2001 relocated from California to her native 
city of St. Louis.  To accomplish her vision in 2002 she 
purchased a commercial total Arts Center that would 
be ran by her newly created organization, St. Louis In-
ner City Cultural Center Enterprise (SLICCCE.COM).  
Prior to Ms. Wright making her investment, the west 
wall of her property adjoined the property owned by 
St. Louis city Land Revitalization Authority (LRA). In 
1996 LRA demolished the adjacent property leaving a 
vacant lot.  However, LRA never completed the demoli-
tion and three layers of bricks were left attached to her 
side of the building.

Along with this factor, after the purchase of the prop-
erty, large trees began to overlap her property with the 
tree roots displacing the foundation and tree branches 

overlapping the roof of her building.  Wanting the LRA 
to complete their demolition by removing the layer of 
bricks attached to her side of the building, Ms. Wright 
immediately contacted the Supervisor of the LRA 
Demolition department, Mark Hempin.  He assured 
her that the Authority took full responsibility for re-
moving the bricks and tuck pointing and stuccoing the 
remaining standing wall.

But as time and years passed as well as checking with 
Mr. Hempin office periodically per phone conversa-
tions and an official letter being sent, Ms. Wright was 
informed that LRA would not fulfill its obligation, 
because of the lack of money.  Upon being informed 
of this excuse, Ms. Wright made a direct appeal to her 
local alderman, Terry Kennedy.  Mr. Kennedy immedi-
ately contacted LRA.  By this time, a Rowland Comfort 
is now in charge of LRA Demolition Dept.  He informs 
both Ms. Wright and Alderman Kennedy that he was 
also aware of the situation but again stated that LRA 
had no money and the Missouri Stature of Limitations 
had been reached, therefore LRA didn’t have to 
do the work they had previously agreed to do. 

Of course, this turn of events completely infu-
riated Ms. Wright.  Compounding the above 
situation in 2011 LRA sold the vacant lot adja-
cent to her property to a Dr. Climes of Gateway 
Diagnostic Liver Center.  Ms. Wright further 
maintains that the construction company hired 
by Dr. Climes to clear the trees adjoining her 
property damaged the west wall of her building 
and caused her roof to collapse.  She reiterated 
that she witnessed the heavy equipment as it 
bumped her wall and how the roof collapsed 
and how she found fresh cut trees inside the 
building.  She also can provide photos, videos 

and other witnesses. With her personal savings, she 
replaced the roof.

In her ongoing dispute with Dr. Climes who had 
bought another property on the east side of her 
building, she emphasized that he tried to purchase her 
building, but she refused to sell.  Ms. Wright furthered 
explained that Dr. Climes installed a 6 foot wrought 
iron fence around his vacant lot and attached it to the 
SLICCCE building which has prohibited her access to 
make needed repairs on her property.  She also sent 
a United States Postal Certified letter requesting Dr. 
Climes to sign and easement agreement, however he 
refused.

Given the above circumstance, in 2015 Ms. Wright 
filed a lawsuit against both the Land Revitalization 
Authority (LRA) and Dr. Climes, for damages to her 
property totaling excess of $50,000.00. Her case is still 
pending, but will likely be settled this year.
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Candidates		  Ward 1		  Ward 2		  Ward 21		 Ward 22		 Total
Lewis Reed		    465		    562		    559		   375		  1,966
Antonio French		    430		    334		    684		   268		  1,716
Tishaura Jones		    517		    388		    445		   318		  1,668
Lyda Krewson		    101		    167		      86		     48		     402
Jeffrey Boyd		      44		      53		      45		  226		     368
Jimmy Mathews		        6		        6		        7		      5		       24	
Bill Hass			        4		        3		        1		      0		         8
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