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From the Desk of Universal African Peoples Organization
(UAPO) President/General Zaki Baruti

My People — Wake Up and
Smell The Coffee!!

A Sampling of Trump’s Attack on Black,
Brown and Poor People in this Country

* Black women have lost over 304,000 jobs this
year according to the National Black Chamber
of Commerce.

* His Systematic attacks on efforts to address
America’s history of racism in the public and
private workforce through DEI (Diversity, Equi-
ty and Inclusion).

* Diluting the Black and Brown vote by Gerry-
manding per what has happened in Texas and
Missouri this year.

* Federalizing the National Guard to intimidate
our people in Washington DC and potentially
other cities headed by Black Mayors and Pro-
gressive Democratic Governors.

*  Cutting basic human services such as; Medicaid,
Medicare, SNAP (Food stamps for the needy).

*  Working to erase Black History from Books,
Schools (the little that’s being taught) and Museums.

Lest We Forget Emmett Till/Recent
Suspicious Hangings In America

On Monday, September 15, 2025, in Cleveland,
Mississippi, Delta State University 21-year-
old student Demartravion “Trey” Reed was found
hanging on campus from a tree near the pickleball
courts at approximately 7:05am. Police say no
evidence of foul play.

Hours after Reed’s death around 1:30pm, Vicks-
burg, Mississippi Police Department responded to
a call about a body (Cory Zukatis) found hanging
in a wooded area off the 4100 block of Washing-
ton Street near the Ameristar Casino. Police said
the investigation remains ongoing. Although po-
lice have assured the public that the two incidents
are not connected, the proximity in timing be-
tween Reed’s death in Cleveland, MS and Vicks-
burg, MS has drawn heighten attention, especially
after Black colleges received bomb threats fol-
lowing the death of controversial, conservative
activist and podcaster, Charlie Kirk.

Written by Joe Jurado published on June 19,
2025— On June 11, 2025, a Black man found
hanging from a tree in Albany, New York, police
call it suicide. While the police are calling it sui-
cide , the local residents are skeptic and advocat-
ing more media presence.

September 6, 2024, The death of a young Black
man who was found hanging from a tree in
Henderson, North Carolina last week is being

compared to the lynchings of Emmett Till as local
enforcement facing accusations of secrecy insists
that he died by suicide. Javon Magee, a 21-year-
old truck driver who called Chicago home was
found on Wednesday, in the town of Henderson.
Citing investigators, ABC 11 News reported that
Magee was found “Not far from his truck, leaning
with his back up against a tree and a rope around
his neck. Magee was in Henderson making a de-
livery to the Walmart distribution center. Magee’s
family, led by a family member posted a viral
statement on TikTok drawing attention to the
hanging death, ruled out suicide as an option and
said they strongly suspected possible foul play.

According to the Associated Press, in September
2024, 39-year-old Denorris Richardson was found
hanging in an abandon building in a rural part of

Colbert County, — [Continued on Page 11]

to learn more
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to watch “Conversations
w/ Zaki Baruti”



BREAKING: Donald Trump’s niece, Mary Trump, enrages MAGA world hy
sharing the cold hard truth - that her uncle is responsible for the “POLITICAL
VIOLENCE” that he is desperately trying to hlame on Democrats.

By Occupy Democrats | Facebook September 12 at 10:43 AM

15' .-it-f E-. r\ :

We won'’t allow these fascists to
gaslight us...

¢ CP olitical violence and the rhetoric that drives it
are almost entirely on the side of the Republican
Party, and no person is more responsible for it than
Donald Trump,” Mary wrote on her Substack.

“Facing that truth does not mean rejoicing in what
happened to Charlie Kirk. Quite the opposite: It
means coming to terms with what is driving the po-
litical violence in America today,” she wrote.

President Trump exploited the assassination of right-
wing demagogue Charlie Kirk earlier this week by
calling him a “martyr” and blaming the “radical left”
even though the identity of the shooter wasn’t known
at the time. Even now, it’s the killer’s motive and po-
litical beliefs are unknown. Trump doesn’t care. He
saw an opportunity to sow division and he seized it.

Mary pointed out that Democratic lawmakers rushed
to condemn Kirk’s shooting while Republicans have
sought to turn it to their political advantage by blam-
ing Democrats and journalists. Comparatively, when
Paul Pelosi was attacked in his home, conservatives
celebrated and mocked the horrifying incident, with
Donald Trump himself even joining in. Republicans
demand an endless supply of empathy from liberals
but provide none themselves.

“Donald has almost single-handedly created the

conditions in which his grievance, his vengeance,

and his cruelty extend to anybody that supports him,”

Mary Trump continued. “Anybody who opposes him
or stands up to him or simply doesn’t support him

is his enemy and is therefore not worthy of protec-
tion. Worse, they are considered legitimate targets of
abuse or revenge, cruelty or violence.”

“He has incited violence against his perceived polit-
ical enemies as well as against his own government
and then pardoned those who committed it on his
behalf,” she went on. “This is not a ‘both sides issue.’
This is not a moment when we put aside our differ-
ences to come to some agreed upon notion about how
to move beyond this. With Donald Trump and those
who support, enable, and capitulate to him in power
that would be impossible.”

“We have arrived here in large part because this coun-
try has been purposefully and maliciously divided
against itself because of the rhetoric coming from
Donald Trump and the Republican Party,” she added.

She went on to quote Kirk’s own now-viral words.
The MAGA demagogue said that the price of an
“armed citizenry” is a certain number of guns deaths.

“But I think it’s worth it. I think it’s worth to have a
cost of, unfortunately, some gun deaths every single
year so that we can have the Second Amendment to
protect our other God-given rights,” said Kirk. “That
is a prudent deal. It is rational. Nobody talks like this.
They live in a complete alternate universe.”

Mary Trump
[Psychologist /
Writer]

Donald Trump  Charlie Kirk

Mary Trump empathetically but forcefully addressed
his words—

“Well, unfortunately, the universe we live in is a
universe created by people who actually think that
guns in our society are more important than the lives
of the people living in it,” she wrote. “Unfortunately,
we live in a universe in which violence, political or
otherwise, has been normalized by one party and one
party only. The Democrats should condemn what
happened today. Any decent right-thinking person
should condemn what happened today.”

“But we are missing the point, we are, indeed, miss-
ing an opportunity if we do not take the tragedy that
unfolded today as permission to start a broader con-
versation about how we got here, who’s responsible,
and quite frankly what the hell we are going to do
about it,” she concluded.

Huey P. Newton

Gun Club

Gun Culture IS Power:
Why African Americans Must Be Legally Armed and Ready

Gun culture is not a disease; it is a lifeline. It is
the language of freedom in a nation built on
violence, conquest, and oppression. For African
Americans, to be (legally) armed and properly
trained is not optional — it is survival. The same
system that fears us armed is the system that has
brutalized, enslaved, and murdered unarmed
civilians for centuries.

Those who call gun culture “negative” want us
weak, dependent, defenseless, and easy to control.
They celebrate their own armed militias while
demonizing us for demanding the same right to de-
fend our lives, our families, and our future. History
has shown us what happens when we are defense-
less: slave patrols, lynch mobs, Jim Crow, police
killings, and white supremacist terrorism.

The armed Deacons for Defense, the Panthers,
Robert F. Williams, and every freedom fighter who
dared pick up a rifle understood the truth: liber-
ation is not handed out — it is defended. Today,
AmeriKKKa teeters on the edge of a new Civil
War, and we will not be victims again.

Gun culture, for us, is not about recklessness or
committing crimes and acts of violence against
our own community; it is about discipline,
training, and readiness. It is about building a
new generation that will never beg for safety or
plead for mercy. It is about making it clear that
our lives will not be taken cheaply.

To be unarmed in a time of open threats from
Christian nationalists and well armed white su-
premacist militia’s is to be complicit in your own

destruction. We must change the narrative and
embrace firearms for Self-Defense, learn the laws
in your state, train relentlessly, and prepare as if the
storm is already here — because it is.

We will not be hunted. We will not
be silenced. We must/will be ready.

www.hueypnewtongunclub.org
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On Indifference: Wallace, Kirk, andthe Politics of Black Mourning

hen George Wallace was shot in 1972,
the segregationist governor who had
once promised “segregation now, seg-

regation tomorrow, segregation forever” suddenly
became a figure of pity. Paralyzed from the waist
down, he spent the rest of his life in a wheelchair.

Years later, he sought forgiveness from Black
clergy, asking them to absolve him of the violence
his words and policies had wrought. Many forgave
him. Many more did not. But what struck me then
— and still strikes me now — was how swiftly the
nation wrapped Wallace’s broken body in com-
passion. He was suddenly a tragic figure, a man
wounded by the same violence he had long en-
couraged. The cruelty of his career seemed almost
forgotten in the flood of sympathy.

Once again, America has repeated that ritual.
Charlie Kirk, dead at 31, was shot and killed at a
Turning Point USA event in Utah. Within hours,
the headlines framed him as a martyr of political
violence, the networks broadcast his smile, and pol-
iticians from both sides of the aisle issued solemn
appeals to “tone down the rhetoric.” His humanity
was mass-mediated, replayed, broadcast, sancti-
fied. But I could not help asking myself the same
question that Baldwin might have asked: why is
America so quick to humanize the men who dedi-
cated their lives to denying the humanity of others?

For Charlie Kirk’s career was nothing if not an
assault on Black dignity. He mocked Ketanji
Brown Jackson as an affirmative action hire. He
sneered that Black pilots could not be trusted to
land planes. He trafficked daily in the idea that
Black people are intellectually inferior, undeserv-
ing of equal place in American life. And his words

By Timothy Benston

did not simply linger in the ether. They prepared
the ground for action. We have already seen over
tens of thousands of Black women purged from the
federal workforce — a bureaucratic purge justified
by precisely the suspicion Kirk legitimized. This is
not abstract. That is violence: the loss of income, of
healthcare, of stability, of future.

When Kirk joked — “ironically,” he insisted —
that school shootings might have to be necessary
to preserve the Second Amendment, there were no
calls for restraint. When he poured contempt on
Black professionals, there were no bipartisan state-
ments urging him to moderate. But the moment he
fell to an assassin’s bullet, suddenly civility became
sacred. Suddenly both parties discovered their
appetite for lower temperatures and calmer words.
I cannot help but hear the hypocrisy in that call.
For in America, rhetoric is never “too hot” when it
burns Black lives. It is only too hot when it burns a
white man.

This is why I defend my indifference, and the
indifference of so many Black people, to Kirk’s
death. Not because I celebrate violence. Not be-
cause I wish to see anyone murdered. But because
I refuse to lie. I refuse to pretend that the man who
denied my humanity deserves my tears. Baldwin
wrote often of the lie of American innocence:

the nation’s need to see itself as good, even as it
destroyed lives. What we are witnessing now is
another performance of that lie. In death, Kirk

is baptized as human, his cruelty suspended, his
rhetoric dissolved into tragedy. But I remember his
words, and I remember their consequences.

It is not indifference that should shock this country.
What should shock it is the centuries of indiffer-

The Church Got Us Here

he church has always been a place in the
TBlack community where plans and strategy

were born. And sometimes even great leaders
were forged from the church. A dim light has been
cast over the church by White Nationalist. The
Evangelical church folk put their culture over “thus
said the Lord” in their Bible, and this is none other
than hypocrisy at its finest. The Constitution and
Bill of Rights are notable documents. Three reasons
why God’s Word comes in second with their culture
are: 1) the White Nationalist Evangelical Church
folk and their affiliates elected a 34-count convicted
felon 2) who has gone bankrupt more times that you
can count on one hand; 3) and is an adjudicated sex
offender. Can you believe they made this person
President of these United States of America. This
simply means God’s Word comes in second to their
culture which is what the evidence is showing.

The White Nationalist Evangelical Church started
talking about overturning Roe vs Wade which was
the law of the land giving women the right to de-
cide if they would have an abortion or not. White
Nationalist didn’t make abortion an issue because
they thought abortions were morally wrong. This
decision had nothing to do with morals. Remember
the White Nationalist Church just elected a man who
is morally bankrupt. During his first term in the
oval office he allowed babies to be separated from
their mothers without proper paternity test and many
have not been reunited to this day. White America
made Roe vs Wade an issue because of the decline
in White America’s birth rate (see Roland Martin’s
book White Fear How the Browning of America is
Making White Folks Lose their Mind). There is a

scripture in the Bible that does not get much attention
which is Matthew 11:12( KJV) “And from the days
of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence and the violent take it by force.”

When you contrast Jesus Christ’s Sermon on the
Mount with Make America Great Again, this is what
the scripture means when it says the Kingdom of
Heaven suffereth violence and the violent take it by
force. If a lie is told loudly and long enough, to some
it becomes the truth. This is what many of the White
Nationalist Evangelical Churches are doing. “Lying.’
You cannot have a church that preaches Jesus Christ
and a culture that backs make America great again.
This is how America and all its Nationalities have
gotten to where it is today.

The church people were hijacked into politics by
shrewd politicians. This is when the White National-
ists Evangelical became a cult.

The Black community and its churches should stay
the course and continue to seek the true and living
God and look within itself as did our ancestors and
stand and see the Salvation of the Lord. The Church
in the Black community is still the central nervous
system of that community; therefore, the church
must voice the true opinion of what America thinks
of the Black community and navigate accordingly.
If America wants to defund the Black community,
then the churches of said community should respond
in kind and ask Black people to withhold their dol-
lars and present a spiritual and financial fast against
America. The Black community has been forced
into a Movement and not a moment; and Movements

ence to Black death. Where were the televised fu-
nerals for the children lynched in the South? Where
were the bipartisan calls to moderate rhetoric after
George Floyd was suffocated in the street, after
Breonna Taylor was gunned down in her home,
after Trayvon Martin was left in the grass? Amer-
ica asks Black people to perform empathy for their
enemies, but never offers empathy in return. The
white man’s death is always a tragedy. The Black
man’s death is always a question.

George Wallace lived on, paralyzed but capable of
seeking absolution. Charlie Kirk was cut down in
his prime, with no chance for transformation. The
nation mourns them both, but it has never mourned
us. That is why my indifference is not cruelty. It is
truth-telling.

It is a refusal to perform the national lie that every
white man, no matter how hostile, deserves my
mourning.

I do not rejoice in Charlie Kirk’s death. But I will
not mourn it. My indifference is the most honest
response I have — and the most radical, in a nation
that has the audacity to demand that Black people
weep for their enemies while refusing to weep for
them.

My tears belong to my people —
And | will not give them away.

Deacon JB Bond

require personal sacrific-
es. The Black community
should redirect their dollars
and spend less. This is the
sacrifice.

Since the Black Commu-

nity is a Nation within a nation, it must use the one
superpower that it has, spending. This superpower
has been overlooked, but it is the same one used in the
Montgomery Alabama Bus boycott. By redirecting
the spending of bus fare, but sacrificing for the Move-
ment, that Public Transportation Company went out
of Business. When another opened it allowed Black
people to ride and sit anywhere on the bus they want-
ed to. This is why the Black community should have a
spiritual spending fast against America, a Movement
of sacrifice. America must rethink defunding the
Black community and offer us a seat at the negotia-
tion table on the Black community’s terms. The Black
community’s greatest superpower is their faith in

the true and living God. Since the so-called Church
known as the White Nationalist Evangelical got us
where we are today, now let the true faith believers in
God’s Word get us out!

The great Frederick Douglass said, “Power concedes
nothing without a demand.” Therefore, the Black
community demands that the churches of the Black
community call for a spiritual and financial fast for
the next three years. The result of this will be the
beginning of our moving freely in this United States
of America.

| Deacon JB Bond
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A Sampling of Supporters of the African NewsWorld
Across The United States
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[Baltimore, Maryland]

Kendra Mallory
[Chicago, lllinois]

et s £

Denver, Colorado Supporters [L-R]-Dee Bell, Queen | Kareem Muhammad ‘ Kevin Prince
Freedom and Myra Bradley [Byram, Mississippi] [Houston, Texas]

A Sampling of St. Louis UAPO Female Members Who Distribute the Newspaper A Sampling of St. Louis UAPO Male Members Who Distribute the Newspape

L-R Front Row: Valerie Thomas, Dr. Felecia Ann Hill, Brady Baruti, Dr. Carla “Coffee” Wright, L-R Front Row: Larry Freeman, Henry Nelson Croom, Zaki Baruti, Darin Lewis, Joe Scoggin
Safiyah Chauvin, Queen Ziah, Second Row: Alberta Kizer, Assata Storm, Gwen “Imani’ Cogshell, 2nd Row: Aziz Azim, Metu Hotep, Amari Sneferu, Rev Richard Jackson, Greg Reed
Kendra Fipps, Lisa Ambus, Callie Richardson, Carol Jackson, Shauntell Mason 3rd Row: Armel “Oatmeal” Gines, Jashwa Eyasu, Chris Ali and Brother Kwame
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Reflections On The Universal African Peoples Organization (UAPO) Activism And Programs

UAPO Spiritual March

Coordinated By UAPO Minister of Pan African Affairs Amari Sneferu
A Special Thanks to Kunama Mpendaji for His Support [As seen carrying Red, Black and Green Flag]

UAPO Sisters [L-R] Gwen “Imani” Cogshell, Tracy Reese, _ _
Josephine Perkins, Clara Cheeks and Safiyah Chauvin Marchers Gathering At Site of Juneteenth Program

Red and Black Band

—
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On September 10" and 11™ Thousands Rally At Missouri’s State Capital Building In An Effort To Stop The Gerrymandering of Missouri’s

5" Congressional District Held By A Black Man — Emanuel Cleaver — and The Attack On Missouri’s Initiative Ballot Petitioning. Of

Course, UAPO Supported This Massive Demonstration. Unfortunately, the Missouri Republican Dominated State Senate Ignored The
Will Of The People At The Behest of Donald Trump And Voted To Dilute The Voting Power of Black and Poor People.

[L] A Sampling of outraged I _ I

protesters inside Missouri

State Capitol Building in
Jefferson City, MO

" [Above] UAPO Members;
Antwon Jones and Dr. Carla
“Coffee” Wright chilling out-
side State Capital Building

. ' rr[L-R] UAPO Member Dr. Coffee Wrigﬁt, Coalition Black
" Embattled Missouri 7th District Trade Unionist Lew Moye, UAPO President Zaki Baruti

Congressman Emanual Cleaver spoke at and JECMU Founder Anastasia Syes
the State Senate Hearing.

1Y
On September 11th Zaki Baruti at the Missouri
UAPO Member Dr. Carla “Coffee” Wright forcefully State Senate Hearing On The Gerrymandering

speaking to the Missouri State Senate panel about the  hill. He exposed the hypocrisy of the Republican o DT
racism involved in reshaping the 7th Congressional successful efforts in diluting the Black vote in UAPSHI;I%T;Z;&? ‘?v?tr':apoazf:;ﬁ sgrrllght
district of Kansas Ciy, MO on September 11th the Kansas City 7th Congressional District.

The UAPO Successfully
Makes Its Yearly Donation
Of School Supplies To
Walbridge Elementary
School Located in North St.
Louis. This Yearly Project
Is Led By UAPO Community
Outreach Coordinator Gwen
“Imani” Cogshell. A Special

L-R: UAPO Outreach Coordinator Gwen “Imani” Cogshell,

Thanks To Those Who - - ‘ Walbridge Elementary School Principal, Vrhonnee Brown

A Sampling of School Supplies Donated To and UAPO President/General Zaki Baruti
SuppOI‘t Our Work" Walbridge Elementary School By The UAPO
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sTAND

é UAPO Karaoke nght Celebrating New Members

B et
UAPO July 7th Karaoke Celebrating New Members
Holding Membership Certificates.
Standing [L-R] Albert Brand Jr., Tamara Brand, Zaki Baruti,
Demetrius Washington, Greg Reed, Safiyah Chauvin
and kneeling; Darin Lewis

A Sampling of New UAPO Members Receiving Membership Certificates
[L-R] UAPO Vice President Safiyah Chauvin, Lori Hall, Kendra Fipps, Darin R. Lewis,
Dwayne Marcell Cooper, Greg Reed, Alberta Kizer, Callie Richardson, Armel “0Oatmeal”
Gines, Lisa Ambus and UAPO President/General Zaki Baruti

September 8th Karaoke UAPO Celebrating New Members;
Cynthia James, Lisa Ambus and Alberta Kizer

—

The UAPO Salutes Our International Ambassadors To Ghana, Nigeria and Gambia

— [Continued on page 9]

Photo taken in August 2025/ Accra Ghana.

‘ ‘ [L-R] UAPQ Ghana Chapter Organizer Kojo
Living, UAPO Kansas City MO Organizer,
GG Owens, who will be moving to Ghana,
West Africa later this year and serve as

‘ the UAPO Ambassador to Ghana, and her
son and UAPO member, Dorian Seats,
who will also move there along with other
family members.

UAPO Ambassador To
Nigeria, Sherry Perry

"
UAPO Ambassador To Nigeria, Metu Hotep,
with Brothers/Mentors UAPO Minister Of

UAPO International Ambassadors With President/General Zaki Baruti Pan African Affairs, Amari Sneferu and
[L-R] Kendra Fipps [Ambassador To Gambia], Zaki Baruti, Metu Hotep [Ambassador President/General, Zaki Baruti, Extending UAPO Supporter, Metu Hotep [Sitting], surrounded by well wishers
To Nigeria), and Aziz Azim [Ambassador To Tanzania]. Not Pictured: GG Owens Their Spiritual Blessings Upon Him As He to his commitment to move to Nigeria and serve as the UAPO
[Ambassador To Ghana] and Sherry Perry [2nd Ambassador To Nigeria] Prepares His Move To Nigeria. Ambassador to that African country.
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Reflections On The Universal African Peoples Organization (UAPO) Activism And Programs

The UAPO 36™ Annual Celebration of The Life and Legacy
of The Honorable Marcus “Mosiah” Garvey

Universal African Peoples Organization

Present It's 36th Year aof

CELEERATING THE HONORABLE

MARCUS
MOSIAH
GARVLY

(Featuring an African Drum Salute)

* Moderator: UAPO Pres. General, Zaki Baruli
* Tracy Reese — Garvey. A Briel Hislory

\

*V.P Safiyah Chauvin — Highlighting - Amy Ashwood & Amy Jaggues Garvey
* Dr.Chef (Felicia Ann Hill) - Garvey's Posthbmous Pardon

BLACK RESISTANCE UPDATE
" Kwame Sankara — Resisiance Against Fascism

= Amar Speferu —African Report (Burkina Faso and the
* Aha Sa Djedu — Gerrymandering (Fighting Voter Suppress r-|

CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS:
* Dr. Coffee Wright — Poem
* Afnican Drum Salute

UAPQO COMMUNITY QUTREACH
* Imani Gwen Cogshell

Note: Bring school supplies for Walbridge Elementary

SUNDAY - AUGUST 17, 2025 - 4PM
LEGACY BAR & GRILL
5249 Delmar Blvd, St. Louis, Mo. 63108

[L-R] UAPO Community Outreach Coordinator, Gwen
“Imani “Cogshell, UAPO Minister of Pan African
Affairs, Amari Sneferu and the UAPO
Ambassador of Love, Shauntell Mason

Attendees at Marcus Garvey Program

Niani Senior Secondary School

UAPO Ambassador To Gambia, Kendra Fipps standing in the center with youth of Gambia.

Please support UAPO Ambassador
To Gambia, Kendra Fipps Efforts To
Help The Youth of Gambia

I'm writing to you not just as the CEO of
Bridge Foundation, but as a friend and
servant leader. Since November, WCM and
the Bridge Foundation have been working in
the Kuntaur Region of Gambia, and we’ve
already helped 816 girls stay in school
by delivering more than 11,000 sanitary
napkins across five schools.

Now, I am asking for your support. Please
stand with me by donating to the 2 for 2

Challenge. Your contribution will help us
continue this critical work and ensure no
girl is left behind.

But the need doesn’t stop there. Several
villages in this same region are suffering
because their wells have dried up or are
insufficient. We are currently working with
Mayor Jawara, and Bridge Foundation to
give a village consistent, safe water as a pilot
project.

In November, I will travel to The Gambia to
advance this mission. I hope you’ll join me.

Panchang Senior Secondary School

8 THE AFRICAN NEWSWORLD - UAPO - FALL 2025 - www.UAPQO.org



Nation of Islam Mosque 28 Presents Lifetime Achievement Award To
UAPO President/General Zaki Baruti At Its 3Ist Savior’s Day Award Banquet

Minister Donald Muhammad along with Allen Muhammad and
Charles Muhammad Presenting Lifetime Achievement Award
To UAPO President/General Zaki Baruti

[Below Listed Is The Biography of Zaki Baruti As Read At The Banquet]

(September 27, 2025)

(Lt r7ees Bro.

BT raw

AR

[at Right ] After Dinner
( Program, Family and UAPO
Members with Zaki Baruti
[L-R] Gwen “Imani”
Cogshell, Queen Ziah,
Joseph Zenon, Zaki Baruti,
Brady Baruti, Jeffrey
Reed, GG Owens, Takiyah
Reed, Safiyah Chauvin,
Larry Freeman and Dr.
Carla “Coffee” Wright

--------

| Muhamaad

st ANVUAL SAVIOURS' DAY BA NQUET

Ishmael Mlu hammad

ETART T The g MO RORABLE MINISTER Louis vamakiiard cHISAG

hd Mosque #28

o, ILLIMNOINS

Long Time Community Activist Anthony Shahid [Founder Tauheed Youth Organization]
Along With UAPO Members On Stage Celebrating Zaki's Award

Zaki Baruti (Lavoy Reed):
Sixty Years of Community Service - Advocacy - Activism

tember 27, 1947. His given name at birth was Lavoy

Reed. In 1980, he chose his cultural name Zaki Ba-
ruti which means “charitable teacher.” He is the oldest of
ten and was raised in East St. Louis, IL. in a section of
the city called the Southend, specifically “E” street which
was a very close knitted community. His educational back-
ground included Lucas Elementary School, Hughes Quinn
Junior High School, Lincoln Senior High School (Member of
Baseball Team and National Honor Society), and Southern
llinois University Edwardsville (BS-History/Master’s in Ed-
ucational Administration/Dean’s List and Spokesperson for
the Black Student Union).

Zaki Baruti was born in Aberdeen, Mississippi on Sep-

After college, Zaki's spirit of community and union activism
took many forms as listed below:

As an educator in the East St. Louis School District 189 for
over 33 years, he was very outspoken about the negative
conditions impacting the students which led him to author
two educational booklets entitled, “Challenge-The Build-
ing Of A Clean Prosperous Black Community Through Our
Educational System As Opposed To The Conspiracy” and
“Challenge-Part 2, Can We Do It.” Also, Zaki was a strong
union activist serving a number of years as the 2nd Vice
President and Political Action Chairperson of the East St.
Louis Federation of Teachers-Local 1220.

In response to the murder and assassination of Black Pan-
ther Party members Fred Hampton and Mark Clark by the
Chicago Police Dept. and FBI, Zaki organized one of the
largest demonstrations in East St. Louis in 1969. Accord-
ingly, he began working with the Black Panther Party by
distributing their newspaper in East St. Louis, IL and St.
Louis, MO. During this time period, he also was the Political

Chairperson of the East St. Louis Black United Front.

In 1973 Zaki moved to St. Louis, MO and as a housing ac-
tivist, he organized the Village Apartment Tenant Associa-
tion located in Ferguson, Mo in order to address some of
the deplorable conditions impacting the complex he was
living in. Their efforts brought about substantial change,
although his lease was not renewed because of his housing
activism. lronically, the Apartment complex was renamed
Canfield Green where eventually Mike Brown Jr. was mur-
dered on August 9, 2014.

In response to the police murder of Marilyn Banks in 1983,
Zaki became Co-Chair of the Coalition Against Police
Crimes and Repression and served in that position until
2014. During his tenure as Co-Chair, there were a number
of high-profile police killings and brutality cases in St. Lou-
is that the Coalition had to address.

His activism continued with him organizing a political or-
ganization called the Caucus for Community Progress. In
1984, this movement organized Missouri’s First Statewide
Black Peoples Political Convention with over several hun-
dred people in attendance. As an extension of the confer-
ence objectives, Zaki became a Democratic Party candidate
for Governor of Missouri that same year. In 1988, he ran a
second time and received the endorsement of the Honora-
ble Minister Louis Farrakhan. He shocked political pundits
when he received over 87,000 votes, which was 19% of the
vote total in a state with only 10% Black population. Each
campaign was based on the principles of “Proportionate
Political Representation” which simply means, that what-
ever percentage we are as a people on the national, state,
and local levels of government, then we should have that
percentage of political representation/power.

On April 4, 1989, members of his campaign for Gover-
nor formed the Universal African Peoples Organization
(UAPO) and in the spirit of the Honorable Marcus “Mo-
siah” Garvey, he assumes the title President/General of
this movement. From 1994 to 2001, Zaki hosted a radio
program “Let’s Get Busy” on radio station WGNU AM. In
the year 2000, Zaki ran a third time for Governor as a
Green Party candidate. During the Ferguson uprising of
2014, the UAPO was one of many organizations on the
forefront of seeking justice for the Brown family. During
this turbulent time, Zaki served as a Co-chair of the Mike
Brown Leadership Coalition. In 2023, in support of St.
Louis, MO 1st Black Elected Circuit Attorney Kim Gardner
efforts to implement social justice reforms in that posi-
tion, Zaki served as Co-chair of the Community Justice
Coalition and continues to serve in that role today.

Finally, Zaki is the publisher of the UAPO quarterly news-
paper, the African NewsWorld and host an internet TV
program “Conversation with Zaki Baruti.” which you can
google UAPO NewsWorld to view previous shows. He en-
joys travel and has been blessed to visit 36 countries.
He was also blessed through the kind works of Minister
Akbar Muhammad to meet four heads of state, including
Muammar Qathafi (Libya), Robert Mugabe (Zimbabwe)
Omar Basheer (Sudan), and Daniel Ortega (Nicaragua).
Zaki has an undying love for his people, which is reflec-
tive of the fact that 60 of his 78 years of life have been
dedicated to community service, advocacy and activism.
Zaki has been married 49 years to (Brady) and has four
children and six grandchildren.
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Cuba’s Top Diplomat to U.S. Notes
Blockade Hurts Black Americans and Cubans Alike

By Stacy M. Brown | mhe Washington Informer July 8, 2025

uba’s Deputy Director of U.S. Affairs Johana

Tablada offered a sobering but impassioned critique
of current U.S. policy toward Cuba, where she called on
Americans — especially African Americans — to pay
closer attention to the consequences of decades-long
sanctions and misinformation.

In an interview at Black Press USA’s headquarters in
Washington, D.C., Tablada described the current rela-
tionship between the U.S. and Cuba as being “at a low
point,” marked by “maximum aggression” from the U.S.
government.

“It is difficult to describe this as anything but open
hostility,” she told Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., president
and CEO of National Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA), the trade association representing more
than 200 African American newspapers and media
companies. “This year alone, since Jan. 20, the U.S. has
imposed more than a dozen unilateral coercive measures
against Cuba.”

Recently, the Trump administration signed a National
Security Presidential Memorandum (NSPM) regarding
Cuba, supporting an “economic embargo” on Cuba and
enforcing “the statutory ban on U.S. tourism to Cuba,”
and reversing Cuban-American relations that had been
advanced by his predecessor.

“This NSPM restores and strengthens the robust Cuba
policy from the president’s first term, reversing the
Biden administration’s revocation that eased pressure on
the Cuban regime,” according to a June 30 White House
fact sheet on the NSPM.

The sanctions — from his inauguration in January to
the late-June NSMP — Tablada noted, go far beyond
restricting trade; they include denying visas to Cuban
athletes and scientists, interfering with cultural and
educational exchanges, and cutting remittances through
Western Union.

“The Cuban Olympic Committee’s president wasn’t
granted a visa to attend events in the U.S.,” she said.
“And this during a cycle leading up to the Olympics in
Los Angeles.”

Tablada specifically pointed to the Trump adminis-
tration’s reinstatement of Cuba on the U.S. list of state
sponsors of terrorism as fraudulent and damaging.

“It’s a designation based on lies,” she said. “And when a

country is placed on that list, it becomes nearly impos-
sible to receive oil, medical supplies, or even financial
transfers due to global banking fears.”

She drew a sharp contrast between the current state of
U.S.-Cuba policy and the optimism that accompanied
President Barack Obama’s historic visit to Havana in
2016.

“We had a breakthrough,” she declared. “We were
talking and engaging respectfully—even when we disa-
greed. That’s no longer happening.”

Cuban Connections With Africa, African
American Community

Throughout the 40-minute interview, Tablada spoke
fondly of the long-standing solidarity between Cuba and
the African American community.

She invoked the legacy of Malcolm X, the symbolism of
his 1960 meeting with Fidel Castro in Harlem, and Cu-
ba’s military support for liberation movements in Angola
and South Africa.

“Cuba is the only country in Latin America that went
back to Africa and fought and died to end apartheid,”
she said. “That bond with the African diaspora is deep
and permanent.”

She noted that Cuban identity and culture are inextrica-
bly linked to Africa.

“Our music, our food, our sense of honor—it all comes
from Mother Africa. And we have a responsibility to
protect that legacy,” she remarked.

‘Provoked Suffering and Hardship’

Tablada called the decades-long U.S. embargo — en-
forced through a patchwork of laws, including the 1917
Trading with the Enemy Act, the Helms-Burton Act, and
the Torricelli Act — an unprecedented and inhumane
measure.

“There is no other country in the world that faces this
level of comprehensive economic warfare,” she said.
“It’s not just unfair; it’s provoked suffering and hard-
ship.”

She added that Cuba has never retaliated with sanctions
or actions against the United States, highlighting the
one-sided nature of the policy.

The diplomat also pushed back on U.S. accusations of
forced labor in Cuba’s international medical missions.

“We operate in 56 countries with agreements supported
by the United Nations,” she said. “Yes, those missions
generate income to fund our free health care system—
but calling that human trafficking is a grotesque lie. The
U.S. is spending millions to manufacture pretexts for
aggression.”

Tablada warned that U.S. policies are even affecting
tourism and access to energy.

“Today, the U.S. actively blocks vessels from delivering
oil to Cuba. It pressures other countries to deny Cuba
tourism access,” she asserted. “And then it blames us for
the resulting blackouts and scarcities. This is not diplo-
macy. This is punishment.”

Tablada Offers Call to Action

Despite the challenges, Tablada expressed hope in the
people of the United States.

“[ believe that if Americans—especially African Amer-
icans—knew the full truth, they would reject these pol-

icies,” she said. “Because they have always stood on the
side of justice, from civil rights to solidarity with global
liberation movements.”

She extended an invitation for the Black Press of Amer-
ica to work with Cuban journalists to strengthen the
exchange of truth.

“Let’s put Cuba back on the radar,” she said. “The peo-
ple of both countries want peace, not conflict.”

While Tablada admitted to a lot of challenges, she said
she still has hope based on two factors: “Our youth and
the truth.”

“When people talk to each other honestly, Tablada con-
tinued, “good things happen.”

As Cuba’s deputy director of U.S. Affairs, Tablada
said she would welcome a conversation with President
Trump himself.

“Let’s talk. Cuba is not an enemy of the United States,”
she said. “Let’s stop the lies and sit down. Every time
we’ve done that, progress followed.”

The Universal African Peoples Organization (UAPO)
Expresses Its Deepest Gratitude and Respect To The Legacies
of These Members Who Have Recently Transitioned

Lionel Nixon
Dec. 1, 1950 - Sept. 13, 2025

Martha Jane West
May 12, 1932 - Mar. 30, 2025

Susie Mayberry Parker
Dec. 24, 1962 - Feh. 23, 2024

Prince Carter
Dec. 1, 1963 - July 24, 2025

Pamela Wells-Wood
June 25, 1949 - May 20, 2025
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— From The Desk...[from page 1]

Alabama miles away from his home in Sheffield,
AL. The Colbert County Sheriff’s office ruled
Richardson’s death a suicide. However, Denor-

ris wife Leigh believes her husband’s death was
connected to a lawsuit he filed against the police
department in February 2024. Local activists and
other Black community members are also skeptical
of the suicide ruling based on the region’s history
of lynching and more recent history of police bru-
tality and racist misconduct in Colbert County, AL.

US News April 28, 2010: A Belleville, IL woman
says police need to investigate whether her 15 year
old son was killed before ruling his death a suicide.
The body of Lester Wells Jr. was found Sunday a
mile from his home hanging from a railroad tres-

tle over a stream, the Cahokia, IL Police said. St.
Clair County Coroner Rick Stream said the death
appeared to be a suicide, the Belleville News-Dem-
ocrat reported. The teen’s mother, Crystal Teague,
said nearby residents saw her son arguing with three
young men who pulled him into their car. Teague
told the News Democrat she doesn’t believe her

son killed himself and the police should have asked
about his life before ruling his death a suicide. “How
are you going to rule something a suicide without
asking his family whether anything was going on

in his life or at home!”, Teague said. The Cahokia
police didn’t return calls seeking a comment.

Outrage as Pro-Trump rapper and country singer
release Pro-Lynching song: “Hang’em High at Sun-
down”. A white rapper known for viral anthems
supporting Trump and Republican officials has re-
leased a music video with a country singer calling
for public lynchings. Over a banjo riff, the chorus
of “Good vs Evil” from MAGA rapper Forgiato
Blow and country singer JJ Lawhorn repeats in-
structions for hanging people at “sundown towns”
that violently enforce racial segregation. The song

2

calls for “a big, tall tree and a short piece of rope’
to “hang’em them high at sundown and “leave’em
swinging” so the folks know you don’t mess
around in our town. A verse from Forgiato Blow,
whose real name is Kurt Kantz, lists three white
murder victims who’s killer or accused killers are
Black and Latino. He named the killings of Austin
Metcalf, Laken Riley, and Iryna Zarutska, who was
stabbed on a bus in North Carolina. Jantz says she
was killed by a nigger. Later he sings “we ought to
do it like they did it way back in the day because
granddaddy’s way works best.”

The above short news flashes focusing on suspicious
lynchings were reported on Newsmax, Associated
Press and US News. Also, The UAPO encourages
every home in America to purchase a copy and read
the book “100 Years of Lynching” by Ralph Ginz-
burg. Finally, my people, please reflect on the below
attached poem by renowned author and poet Claude
McKay. Claude McKay was a Jamaican American.
He was a central figure in the Harlem Renaissance
Movement. He authored five novels including Home
To Harlem, Harlem Glory, Banjo, Banana Butter,
and Amiable With Big Teeth: A Novel Of The Love
Affair Between The Communists And The Poor
Black Sheep Of Harlem. His poem “If We Must
Die” was written in 1919 and was in response to the
wave of “white on black riots” and lynchings follow-
ing World War 1 (1914-1918).

If We Must Die

By Claude McKay

If we must die, let it not be like hogs

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs
Making their mock at our accursed lot.

If we must die, O let us nobly die,

So that our precious blood may not be shed

In vain; then even the monsters we defy

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!
O kinsmen! we must meet the common foe!

Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,

And for their thousand blows deal one death-blow

What though before us lies the open grave?

Like men we’ll face the murderous, cowardly pack

Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!!!

DISTINGUISHED DRY CLEANING AND

SHIRT LAUNDRY

550 NORTH & SOUTH
ST. LOUIS, MO 63130

314.727.1305

o StateFarm-

Office | (314) 838-4009

Seated: John “Rock” Simmons (Agent)
Standing (L—-R): Maceo Simmons (Marketing Representative), Gladys Wright (Office Manager),

Michael Bertel (Marketing Representative), and “Jake”

John “Rock” Simmons

Agent
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Fax | (314) 838-1908
e-mail | john@johnrocksimmons.com
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To learn about bidding on MSD projects visit www.msdprojectclear.org/doing-business/

MSD is seeking small contractors to participate in its Small Contractor Program, offering bid opportunities under $50,000 with minimum
requirements. For more details visit www.msdprojectclear.org/doing-business/capital-improvement-replacement-program/small-contractor-program/

For more information on current job opening at MSD or to submit a job interest notification for future openings, visit

ww.msdgrgig_ ctclear.org/careers/

www.msdpr r.org/doi
DIVERSITY AT MSD:

MSD supports inclusion and utilization of Minority and Women Business Enterprises (MWBE) in our community. To learn more about MSD’s multi-billion
dollar construction program and opportunities for minority- and women-owned businesses, visit www.msdprojectclear.org/about/diversity/
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Get Peace of Mind With Security Cameras - Watch LIVE Footage on Your Phone
Video Door Bells « Get LIVE Alerts to Your Phone When a Protected Zone is Entered

AAA Computer Solutions LLC

(314) 499.4200 - info@aaacomputersolutions.com . aaacomputersolutions.com
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U.S. COLORED TROOPS BUFFALO SOLDIERS 13TH AMENDMENT PARI(

4007 KOSSUTH AVE, ST. LOUIS, MO 63107 Discover Which of Your Ancestors Help To Win The Civil War in 1865
i ORDER YOUR PERSONALIZED BRICK(S) TODAY! Only $150

EVERYONE CAN BECOME A PART OF HISTORY AT THIS HISTORIC SACRED SITE.

Dedicate a 4”x 8” Red Clay Brick, 3 lines, up to 40 Characters and your logo.

Email or Text this form to: WWW.TROOPSTL@YAHOO.COM ZELLE or CASH APP SCoffeeWrightSTL

More Info (314) 769_6067 COMING SOON,BEAUTIFUL MONUMENT, GIFT SHOP & EDUCTIONAL CENTER CENTER

PROJECT PRIVATELY FUNDED BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE, FROM DONATIONS AND FUNDRAISERS,  THANK YOU, D faler Tniple uxsiouow uson FACEBOOK

“In The Heart of America”
St. Louis, MO 63115

314.604.3517

Amber Books Available:

Afro World
7276 Natural Bridge
St. Louis, MO 63121

314-474-0151
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of Metropolitan Saint Louis, Inc.

SAVE
SONS ¥

The Urban League of
Metropolitan St. Louis
Save Our Sons Program
is looking for:

-Mentors-
-Volunteers-
-Contributors-
! _-Participants-

Ferguson Community Empowerment Center
9420 W. Florissant Ave. | Ferguson, MO 63136

(314) 736-5726

The Urban League’s Save Our Sons program seeks to help unemployed and
underemployed African American men and others living in Ferguson and surrounding
St. Louis County communities, to find gainful employment and have the opportunity
to earn livable wages. Females in need of employment assistance are welcome to
obtain services by contacting the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis
Employment Department at 314.388.9840.

ACCREDITED
CHARITY
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Universal African Peoples Organization

ed people who accept the principles of our:

A.MOTTO B.PREAMBLE C.PLATFORM

PLATFORM

OUR VISION... to build a powerful and in- “One God! One Goal! One Destiny!” Therefore,
fluential organization of 144,000 like mind- let justice become reality for all people, realizing
that if the strong oppress the weak, confusion and
discontent will obstruct progress and development.

community oriented programs within the penal
institutions. Use community service programs
as alternatives to incarceration for non-violent
offenders.

With respect, equality and justice towards those 5. Develop greater emphasis on health care knowl-

One GOD - as opposed to being divided along
religious beliefs and ideology; we believe that
there is a Creator that is greater than us and there
will be a day of judgment. We also say that we
must unite based on our commonality, which is
(1) we are of African descent and (2) we are op-
pressed within America and throughout the world.

tions will be liberated.

do the following:

One Goal - Our goal is the liberation of our pco- 1. Develop, Support and expand the growth of Af-

of goodwill, a new era of peace and plenty will be
forthcoming into the world and our future genera-

UAPO PLATFORM 6

We will improve the lives of our people when we

edge and accessibility. Support a universal assis-
tance program responsible for providing a min-
imum standard of living to rebuild two parent
and/or extended families. End homelessness.

. Develop programs to assist youth in prepar-
ing for the 21st century. We believe in the total
equality and advancement of women within the
private, public and domestic sectors of our so-

ple spiritually, economically, politically and cul-
turally, whereby we will control our own destiny.

One Destiny - the fulfillment of God’s will
for us as a people to have Freedom, Justice and
Equality, no matter where we reside and where
we as a collective group will fulfill our capac-
ity to grow, develop and expand to our greatest
height of self-development.

PREAMBLE

The Universal African Peoples Organization is

a progressive business, political, humanitarian,
educational, and expansive society; and found-
ed by persons desiring to work for the general
uplifting of people of African descent through-
out the world. Members pledge themselves to do
all in their power to advance the rights of their
noble race and to respect the rights of all others,
adhering always to the power of unity and belief

rican American businesses. Increase the number
of African American skilled professionals. Gain
our fair share of the tax dollars and services gen-
erated by national, state and local businesses.
End redlining of the African American commu-
nity. Develop international trade ventures.

. We seek to increase the quantitative/qualitative

number of African Americans to elected public
offices in proportion to our population at the na-
tional, state and local levels. We seek the pas-
sage of legislation that would directly enhance
the quality of life for African Americans.

Support the development and expansion of inde-
pendent African American schools. Support Afri-
can centered curriculum in the local public schools
with Afrocentric thinking people. Increase the lit-
eracy rate and level in our community.

. Institute community control of the police depart-

ments and end racism within the judicial system.
Support and expand educational job training and

ciety. We also believe that all women should be
respected and protected.

End all types of pollution, especially industrial,
of Mother Earth.

. Support and work diligently for the complete

liberation of Africa, the Caribbean Islands, and
other regions/countries in the world. Actively
support the principles of non-interference in the
affairs of other nations.

TO SUPPORT OUR CAUSE
Send Donations Payable to:

UAPO

P.O. Box 179226 | St. Louis, MO 63117

(314) 833-4151 or (314) 477-4629

e-mail: zakibarutiuvapo@hotmail.com

www.UAPO.org

in the Creator. The motto of the organization is

Become one of the 144,000 Universal African
Peoples Organization (UAPO) Members/ Supporters
advocating for social justice and equality!
(visit www.uapo.org)

Make checks payable to:
UAPO, P.0. Box 179226, St. Louis, MO 63117
Small or Large donations are appreciated.

J Yes | will be a $25.00 annual dues paying member
3 Yes | will be a $25.00 annual dues paying supporter

Please Print [clearly]:

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

E-mail

Liberation In Our Lifetime!
One God @ One Goal @ One Destiny

~ “Conversations with Zaki Baruti”

For In-Depth, Great, Timely
Interviews of Spiritual, Economic,
Political, Cultural Activist Leaders

and Everyday People -
Go to:

> YoduTu he

1o UAPO

to View

|Pub|ishers Corner

| Contributing Writers

"AfRICAN
NEWSW{RLD

Zaki Baruti - Publisher
Safiyah Chauvin - Editor

Timothy Benston
JB Bond
Stacy M. Brown

Circu_lation: 10,000 Queen Ziah - Assistant Editor

Published: Quarterly

Website: WWW.Uapo.0rg Rostand Darbouze - Photographer

e-mail: zakibarutiuapo@hotmail.com ACORN Graphix, LLC - Artistic Director / Layout
Phone: (314) 833-4151
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The Grand Zodiac Presents

.

L]

( “'l‘hc (-l-‘uul Aﬂ(llnc
3517 N. GRAND, ST LOUIS MO

DJ OATMEAL ON TUESDAYS
BODACIOUS PROD FEAT BLACK STONE & DJ TREND
FOR KARAOKE WEDNESDAYS
DJ SUPERMAN THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

MUHAMMAD MOSQUE #28 PRESENTS

AN INDEPENDENT DOCUMENTARY FILM
BY ILIA RASHAD MUHAMMAD

ANSWERED

1
THE BATTLE IN THE SKY

UFOS IDENTIFIED & DEMYSTIEIED

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2025
DOORS OPEN AT 3PM « STARTS AT 4PM

HARRIS-STOWE STATE UNIVERSITY
3026 LACLEDE AVENUE, ST. LOUIS, MO 63103

TICKET DONATION: $25

FOR MORE INFORMATION 314-486-9588
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